


Living Upside Down
A Message from the Upside Down Kingdom

Matthew 5:33-48



Christians are Known For…

• High Levels of Integrity
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• Gratitude and Thankfulness

• Love towards others and God
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Christians are Known For…

• Hypocrisy
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• They’re after my money

• Hating the people they’re supposed to love
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Matthew 5:33-48

Oaths

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 

perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either 

by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make 

one hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 

comes from evil. 



Matthew 5:33-48

Retaliation

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to 

you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the 

other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 
41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who begs 

from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.



Matthew 5:33-48
Love Your Enemies

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to 

you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your 

Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the 

tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.
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33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 

perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 

heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 

it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one 

hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes 

from evil.”   

Matthew 5:33-37



Living Upside Down

1.  We are People of Honesty

16” These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another; render in your 

gates judgments that are true and make for peace; 17 do not devise evil in your hearts 

against one another, and love no false oath, for all these things I hate, declares the Lord.”  

Zechariah 8:16-17
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 “I’ll get to it” (when you know you won’t)

 “I’ll pray for that” (when it slips away)

 “Let’s do lunch sometime” (with no intention of following up)

 “Oh yeah, I was just going to do that”  (but you completely forgot)

 “Well, you have to do what’s right for you” (when you know their decision will lead them 

to sin)



Living Upside Down

1.  We are People of Honesty

37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.”  
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2.  We are NOT people of revenge

“67 Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, 

you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”  

Matthew 26:67-78
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2.  We are NOT people of revenge

“Never is the disciple more like the Savior than when he responds to abuses 

graciously and without retaliation.”  

Charles Quorles
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2.  We are NOT people of revenge

We do not retaliate by withholding help.
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46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others?
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3.  We are people who love radically – even our enemies

“we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and 

among those who are perishing.” 2 Cor 2:15





How will you Shine this week?

• Pray for those who oppose and insult you.

• Bring all criticisms back to God in prayer.

• Refuse to get even with people that have hurt you.

• Be honest in all circumstances.

• Practice good listening skills with people who disagree with you.

• Ask for discerning hearts to know when to fight & when to be humble and yielding

• Prepare your heart for potentially contentious meetings.

• Be especially wary of gossip and slander 

• Be more enthusiastic about Christ’s glory than your own reputation.



How will you Shine this week?

"The Sermon on the Mount is not an ideal, it is a statement of what will happen in me when 

Jesus Christ has altered my disposition and put in a disposition like His own. Jesus Christ is 

the only One Who can fulfill the Sermon on the Mount.“

Oswald Chambers




