HIKE TOWARDS HEAVEN



12 Not that | have already obtained this or am
already perfect, but |1 press on to make it my own
because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

13 Brothers, |1 do not consider that | have made it
my own. But one thing 1 do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead.

14 | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.




15 Let those of us who are mature think this way,
and if anything you think otherwise, God will
reveal that also to you.

16 Only let us hold true to what we have already

attained.

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your

eyes on those who walk according to the example
you have in us.




18 For many, of whom | have often told you and
now tell you, even with tears, walk as enemies of
the cross of Christ.
19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly
and they glory in their shame, with minds set on
earthly things.




20 But our citizenship is in heaven and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his
glorious body, by the power that enables him even
to subject all things to himself.

Philippians 3:12-21 (ESV)



Four Questions



Four Questions

1. Are we there yet?



12 Not that | have already obtained this or am
already perfect, but 1 press on to make it my own
because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

13 Brothers, 1 do not consider that 1 have made
it my own.




Justification is a one-time event.

This is what happens when a non-believer accepts
the free gift of Christ’s sacrifice and death on the

cross as a payment for their sins so that they can
stand righteous before God.

It’s when we become part of God’s family and
receive the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit.




Do you want to go on this

Hike Towards Heaven with us?



Sanctification is a life-long process.

It’s God’s design for us to grow in holiness and
maturity, whereby his believers are progressively
conformed to the character of Christ.




Glorification is the final transformation.

It’s when believers enter into the full reality of
God’s presence, free from the effects of sin and
decay. It culminates in resurrected bodies and

perfect fellowship with God.

This is the ultimate prize through Christ.



Matthew 24:36

“but concerning that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the

Son, but the Father only.

Matthew 24:42

Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming.



Four Questions

1. Are we there yet?
2. How do we “press on”?



13 Brothers, | do not consider that | have
made it my own. But one thing | do:
forgetting what lies behind an¢ siraiming
forward to what lies ahead.

14 | press on toward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.




straining

forward to what Lies ahead



1 Cor 9:25-26

Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.
They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we
an imperishable. So |1 do not run aimlessly; 1 do
not box as one beating the air.




1 Peter 2:11-12

Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage
war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day of visitation.




Are you focused more on your past or are you

shining your light and straining forward for
Christ?



17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your
eyes on those who walk according to the example

you have in us.

18 For many, of whom | have often told you and
now will tell you, even with tears, walk as
enemies of the cross of Christ.

19 Their end is destruction, their god is their
belly and they glory in their shame, with minds

set on earthly things.




Four Questions

1. Are We There Yet?

2. How do we “Press On”?
3. Who Are You Following?




Who are you following that is following Christ?

For those with children, do you know who they
are following?




James 4:4

You adulterous people! Do you not know that
friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the
world makes himself an enemy of God.




Are you seeking wisdom from people
who don’t know Jesus?




Four Questions

1. Are we there yet?
2. How do | “press on”?
3. Who Am | following?

4. Are you embracing your citizenship?



20 But our citizenship is in heaven and from it
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

21 who will transform our lowly body to be like
his glorious body, by the power that enables him
even to subject all things to himself.




2 Corin 4:16-18.

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed
day by day. For this light momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison, as we look not to the
things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are seen are
transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.




Rev 21:4

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore for the
former things have passed away.







