
Job
Faith Amidst the Darkness



Job 32-42
Not Why, But Who



“So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was 
righteous in his own eyes. 2 Then Elihu the son of Barachel

the Buzite, of the family of Ram, burned with anger. He 
burned with anger at Job because he justified himself 

rather than God. 3 He burned with anger also at Job's three 
friends because they had found no answer, although they 

had declared Job to be in the wrong. 4 Now Elihu had 
waited to speak to Job because they were older than he. 5 

And when Elihu saw that there was no answer in the 
mouth of these three men, he burned with anger.



6 And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and 
said: “I am young in years,    and you are aged; therefore I 
was timid and afraid to declare my opinion to you. 7 I said, 
‘Let days speak, and many years teach wisdom.’ 8 But it is 
the spirit in man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes 
him understand. 9 It is not the old who are wise, nor the 
aged who understand what is right. 10 Therefore I say, 

‘Listen to me; let me also declare my opinion.’”

Job 32:1-10 (ESV)



“8 Surely you have spoken in my ears, and I have heard the 
sound of your words. 9 You say, ‘I am pure, without 

transgression; I am clean, and there is no iniquity in me. 10 
Behold, he finds occasions against me, he counts me as his 
enemy, 11 he puts my feet in the stocks and watches all my 
paths.’ 12 “Behold, in this you are not right. I will answer 
you, for God is greater than man. 13 Why do you contend 

against him, saying, ‘He will answer none of man's words’?



14 For God speaks in one way, and in two, though man does 
not perceive it. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when 
deep sleep falls on men, while they slumber on their beds, 
16 then he opens the ears of men and terrifies them with 

warnings, 17 that he may turn man aside from his deed and 
conceal pride from a man; 18 he keeps back his soul from 

the pit, his life from perishing by the sword.”

Job 33:8-18 (ESV)



Elihu’s answers to WHY



Elihu’s answers to WHY

• To keep man’s soul back from the pit



13 “Whether for correction or for his land or for love, he 
causes it to happen. 14 “Hear this, O Job; stop and consider 
the wondrous works of God. 15 Do you know how God lays 

his command upon them and causes the lightning of his 
cloud to shine? 



22 Out of the north comes golden splendor; God is clothed 
with awesome majesty. 23 The Almighty—we cannot find 

him; he is great in power; justice and abundant 
righteousness he will not violate. 24 Therefore men fear 
him; he does not regard any who are wise in their own 

conceit.”

Job 37:13-15, 22-24
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• To humble the conceited



“1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and 
said: 2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 

knowledge? 3 Dress for action like a man; I will question 
you, and you make it known to me. 4 “Where were you 
when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 

have understanding. 5 Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know!    Or who stretched the 

line upon it? 



6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy? 8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

when it burst out from the womb, 9 when I made clouds its 
garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, 10 and 

prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, 11 and said, 
‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall 

your proud waves be stayed’?



12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days 
began, and caused the dawn to know its place, 13 that it 

might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked 
be shaken out of it? 14 It is changed like clay under the seal, 

and its features stand out like a garment. 15 From the 
wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is 

broken. 16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 
or walked in the recesses of the deep?



17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or have 
you seen the gates of deep darkness? 18 Have you 

comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you 
know all this. 19 “Where is the way to the dwelling of light, 
and where is the place of darkness, 20 that you may take it 

to its territory and that you may discern the paths to its 
home? 21 You know, for you were born then, and the 

number of your days is great!” 

Job 38:1-21



“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who 
argues with God, let him answer it.”

Job 40:2

“4 Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? I 
lay my hand on my mouth. 5 I have spoken once, and I will 

not answer; twice, but I will proceed no further.”

Job 40:4-5



“Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you 
make it known to me. Will you even put me in the wrong? 
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right? Have 

you an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like 
his?” 

Job 40:7-9



“I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of 
yours can be thwarted. 3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel 

without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did 
not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did 

not know. 4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and 
you make it known to me.’ 5 I had heard of you by the 

hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I 
despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”

Job 42:2-6



Four Truths from Job 38-42

1) God does not owe us an explanation.
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3) God loves us with a patient, merciful love.



“7 After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord 
said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My anger burns against you 
and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of 
me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 Now therefore 
take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job 

and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves. And my 
servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer 
not to deal with you according to your folly. For you have 
not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.”

Job 42:7-9



Four Truths from Job 38-42

1) God does not owe us an explanation.
2) We are small.

3) God loves us with a patient, merciful love.
4) God’s identity is our answer.
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