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Acts 18:24-19:10

Stuck in the Past



24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, 
came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent 

in the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the 
way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke 

and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, 
though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He 

began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when 
Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside 

and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 



27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the 
brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to 

welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped 
those who through grace had believed, 28 for he 

powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the 
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.



19:1 And it happened that while Apollos was at 
Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and 

came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 
And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, 
“Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into 
John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with 

the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 

Jesus.” 



5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on 

them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began 
speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were 

about twelve men in all.

8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months 
spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about 

the kingdom of God. 



9 But when some became stubborn and continued in 
unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the 

congregation, he withdrew from them and took the 
disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of 

Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all 
the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both 

Jews and Greeks.

Acts 18:24-19:10 (ESV)



Two Ways They were Stuck



Two Ways They were Stuck

1) They have only received John’s baptism.



John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 
the people to believe in the one who was to come after 

him, that is, Jesus. 

Acts 19:4



You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not 
the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’

John 3:28



Two Ways They were Stuck

1) They have only received John’s baptism.

2) They have not received the Holy Spirit.



Speaking in Tongues in Acts

Acts 2: First time any Christians receive the Holy 
Spirit

Acts 10: First time Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit

Acts 19: Special time for believers stuck in the past, 
showing the Holy Spirit is for all believers



The Holy Spirit is fully God and indwells believers at 
the moment they trust Christ as Savior and Lord. He 
convicts of sin, guides, equips, and encourages us in 

our Christian walk by giving spiritual gifts and 
producing spiritual fruit as we submit to Him.



You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him.

Romans 8:9



In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 1:13-14



Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret?

1 Corinthians 12:30



If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 

as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up 

my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3



Three Ways We Can Get Stuck



Three Ways We Can Get Stuck

1) Resting in Past Experience



Three Ways We Can Get Stuck

1) Resting in Past Experience
2) Resting in Past Knowledge



Three Ways We Can Get Stuck

1) Resting in Past Experience
2) Resting in Past Knowledge

3) Lingering in Past Sin
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