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For Such a Time as This




3 After these things King Ahasuerus promoled Haman
the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and advanced him
and sel his throne above all the officials who were wilh
him. 2 And all the king's servanls who were al the
king's gale bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for
the king had so commanded concerning him. Bul
Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 3 Then the
King's servanls who were al the king's gale said (o
Mordecai, "Why do vou lransgress the king’'s command?




1 And when they spoke to him day after day and he
would not listen to them, they lold Haman, in order to
see wWhelher Mordecais words would sland, for he had
lold them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw

that Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage lo him.

Haman was filled with fury. 6 But he disdained to lay
hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known
lo him the people of Mordecai, Haman soughl to destroy

all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the

whole kingdom ol Ahasuerus.




/ In lhe firsl monlh. which is the monlh of Nisan, in the
twellth vear of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (thal is.

they cast lots) before Haman day aller day: and they

casl il month after month lill the twelfth monlh. which
is the month of Adar. 8 Then Haman said to King

Ahasuerus, “There is a cerlain people scallered abroad
and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of
vour kingdom. Their laws are different from those of
every other people, and they do nol keep the king's laws,
so thal it is nol lo the king's profil to lolerale them.




9 I il please the king: let it be decreed that they be
destroved, and | will pay 10,000 talents of silver inlo the

hands of those who have charge of the king's business.
Lhal they may pul il inlo the king's lreasuries. 10 So lhe
king' ook his signel ring' from his hand and gave it lo
Haman the Agagile. the son of Hammedatha, the enemy
of the Jews. Il And the king said lo Haman, "The money
is given lo vou, the people also, lo do wilh them as il
seems good o vou.




[Z Then the king's scribes were summoned on the
thirteenth day of the first month, and an edicl. according
lo all thal Haman commanded, was wrillen to the King's
salraps and to the governors over all the provinces and
lo the officials of all the peoples, to every province in ils
own scripl and every people in ils own language. Il was
wrillen in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with

the king's signel ring. 13 Lelters were senl by couriers
lo all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, lo
kill. and to annihilale all Jews,




voung and old, women and children, in one day, the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month
of Adar, and lo plunder their goods. 11 A copy of the
documenl was o be issued as a decree in every
province by proclamation lo all the peoples (o be ready
for that day. I5 The couriers wenl out hurriedly by
order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the
citadel. And the king and Haman sal down (o drink, bul
the city of Susa was thrown into confusion.

Esther 3 (ESV)




Somelimes standing firm in your faith means
isolation.




Somelimes standing firm in your faith means
isolation.

Somelimes standing firm in your faith means
OpPIession.




4l When Mordecai learned all thal had been done,

Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackeloth and ashes,
and wenl oul inlo the midst of the cily, and he cried oul

with a loud and bitler cry. Z He wenl up lo the enlrance
of the king's gale. for no one was allowed lo enter the

king's gale clothed in sackeloth. 3 And in every province.
wherever the king’'s command and his decree reached.

there was greal mourning among the Jews, with
fasting' and weeping and lamenting, and many of them
lay in sackcloth and ashes.




1 When Esthers young women and her eunuchs came
and lold her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent
garmentls o clothe Mordecai, so thal he might take off
his sackcloth, bul he would nolt accept them. 5 Then
Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who
had been appoinlted to allend her, and ordered him to go
lo Mordecai to learn whal this was and why il was. 6
Hathach wenl oul lo Mordecai in the open square of the
city in front of the king's gale.




/ and Mordecai lold him all thal had happened to him.

and the exacl sum of money thal Haman had promised
o pay inlo the king's treasuries for the destruction of
the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the
wrillen decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that
he might show il to Esther and explain il to her and
command her lo go to the king o beg his favor and

plead wilh him on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach
wenl and lold Esther whal Mordecai had said.




[0 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him

lo oo lo Mordecai and say. Il “All the king's servanls and
the people of the king's provinces know thal if any man
or woman goes to the King inside the inner courl
wilthoul being called, there is bul one law-to be put lo
dealh, excepl the one to whom the king holds oul the
oolden scepler so thal he may live. Bul as for me. | have
nol been called lo come in lo the king these thirly davs.




[Z And they told Mordecai whal Esther had said. 13 Then
Mordecai lold them lo reply lo Esther, "Do nol think Lo

vourself that in the king's palace vou will escape any
more than all the other Jews. 11 For it you keep silent at
this lime, reliel and deliverance will rise for the Jews
from another place, but vou and your fathers house will
perish. And who knows whelher vou have nol come lo
the kingdom for such a lime as this?




[5 Then Esther lold them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Co.
gather all the Jews lo be found in Susa, and hold a fasl

on my behalf, and do nol eal or drink for three days.
niocht or day. | and my voung women will also fasl as
vou do. Then | will go lo the king:, though il is against
Lthe law, and if | perish, | perish. 17 Mordecai then wenl
away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Esther 4 (ESV)




It's wise to slow down, lamenl, and pray.




6 But | am a worm and nol a man, scorned by
mankind and despised by the people. / All who see
me mock me; they make mouths al me; they wag

their heads; 8 "He rusts in the Lord: lel him
deliver him: lel him rescue him, for he delights in
him!

Psalm 77:6-8




It's wise to slow down, lamenl, and pray.

We were made for such a lime as THIS




It's wise to slow down. lamenl, and pray.
We were made for such a lime as THIS!

It we perish, we perish.




What needs lo perish in vour life so that you can
live fully for Jesus!’




