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11 For this is the message that you have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another. 12 We 
should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? 
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's 

righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the 
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out 

of death into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death.



15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and 
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 

him. 16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life 
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against 

him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and 

in truth.

1 John 3:11-18
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Christians who love their neighbor…

1) are led by the Holy Spirit.

2) Make disciples.



18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20



Christians who love their neighbor…

1) are led by the Holy Spirit.

2) Make disciples.

3) Love God first.



34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced 
the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 And one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.

Matthew 22:34-40



Christians who love their neighbor…

1) are led by the Holy Spirit.

2) Make disciples.

3) Love God first.

4) Love their enemies.



43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is 
in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.



46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do 
you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are 

you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43-48



25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, 
saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do 

you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and 

your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”29 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?” 

Luke 10:25-29



36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 

said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Luke 10:36-37



17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three 
years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 

Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the 
earth bore its fruit.

James 5:17-18




