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God’s Big Story



The Intertestamental Period



5 In the days of Herod, k ing of Judea, there was a pr iest named 

Zechariah, of the divis ion of Abi jah. And he had a wife from the 

daughters of Aaron, and her name was El izabeth. 6 And they 

were both r ighteous before God, walking blamelessly in al l  the 

commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no 

chi ld,  because El izabeth was barren, and both were advanced in 

years. 8 Now while he was serving as pr iest before God 

when his div is ion was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the 

priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord 

and burn incense. 10 And the whole mult i tude of the 

people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And 

there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the r ight 

side of the al tar of  incense.



12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fel l  

upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,  

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 

El izabeth wi l l  bear you a son, and you shal l  cal l  his name 

John. 14 And you wi l l  have joy and gladness, and many 

wil l rejoice at his bir th, 15 for he wi l l  be great before the Lord. 

And he must not dr ink wine or strong drink, and he wi l l  be f i l led 

with the Holy Spir i t , even from his mother 's womb. 16 And he 

wil l  turn many of the chi ldren of Israel to the Lord their  

God, 17 and he wi l l  go before him in the spir i t  and power of 

El i jah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the chi ldren, and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the 

Lord a people prepared.” 



18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shal l  I  know this? For 

I  am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the 

angel answered him, “ I  am Gabriel . I  stand in the presence of 

God, and I  was sent to speak to you and to br ing you this good 

news. 20 And behold, you wi l l  be si lent and unable to speak 

unti l  the day that these things take place, because you did not 

bel ieve my words, which wi l l  be ful f i l led in their  t ime.” 21 And 

the people were wait ing for Zechariah, and they were wondering 

at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out,  he was 

unable to speak to them, and they real ized that he had seen a 

vis ion in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and 

remained mute.



23 And when his t ime of service was ended, he went to his 

home. 24 After these days his wife El izabeth conceived, and for 

f ive months she kept herself  hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord 

has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take 

away my reproach among people.”  

- Luke 1:5-25 (ESV)



57 Now the t ime came for  El izabeth to g ive bi r th,  and she bore a 

son. 58 And her neighbors and re lat ives heard that  the Lord had 

shown great  mercy to her,  and they re jo iced wi th her. 59 And on the 

eighth day they came to c i rcumcise the chi ld.  And they would have 

cal led him Zechar iah af ter  h is  father, 60 but  h is  mother answered,  

“No; he shal l  be cal led John.” 61 And they said to her,  “None of  your 

re lat ives is  cal led by th is  name.” 62 And they made s igns to h is  

father,  inqui r ing what  he wanted him to be cal led. 63 And he asked 

for a wr i t ing tablet  and wrote, “His name is  John.”  And they al l  

wondered. 64 And immediate ly  h is  mouth was opened and his  

tongue loosed,  and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on al l  

thei r  neighbors.  And al l  these th ings were ta lked about  through 

al l the hi l l  country  of  Judea, 66 and al l  who heard them laid them up 

in  thei r  hearts ,  saying,  “What  then wi l l  th is  chi ld be?” For the hand of  

the Lord was wi th h im.



67 And his father Zechariah was f i l led with the Holy Spir i t  

and prophesied, saying,

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visi ted and redeemed his people

69 and has raised up a horn of salvat ion for us

in the house of his servant David,

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71 that we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of al l  who hate us;

72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74 that we, being del ivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,



75 in hol iness and r ighteousness before him al l  our days.

76 And you, chi ld,  wi l l  be cal led the prophet of the Most High;

for you wi l l  go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvat ion to his people

in the forgiveness of their  s ins,

78 because of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shal l v is i t  us from on high

79 to give l ight to those who si t  in darkness and in the shadow  

of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the chi ld grew and became strong in spir i t ,  and he 

was in the wi lderness unt i l  the day of his publ ic appearance to 

Israel.

- Luke 1:57-80 (ESV)



“Behold, I  send my messenger,  and he wi l l  prepare the way 

before me. And the Lord whom you seek wi l l  suddenly come to 

his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 

del ight,  behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.”

Malachi 3:1 ESV

“Behold, I  wi l l  send you El i jah the prophet before the great and 

awesome day of the Lord comes. And he wi l l  turn the hearts of 

fathers to their  chi ldren and the hearts of chi ldren to their  

fathers, lest I  come and str ike the land with a decree of ut ter 

destruct ion.”

Malachi 4:5-6 ESV



God Always Keeps His Promises



57 Now the t ime came for  El izabeth to g ive bi r th,  and she bore a 

son. 58 And her neighbors and re lat ives heard that  the Lord had 

shown great  mercy to her,  and they re jo iced wi th her. 59 And on the 

eighth day they came to c i rcumcise the chi ld.  And they would have 

cal led him Zechar iah af ter  h is  father, 60 but  h is  mother answered,  

“No; he shal l  be cal led John.” 61 And they said to her,  “None of  your 

re lat ives is  cal led by th is  name.” 62 And they made s igns to h is  

father,  inqui r ing what  he wanted him to be cal led. 63 And he asked 

for a wr i t ing tablet  and wrote, “His name is  John.”  And they al l  

wondered. 64 And immediate ly  h is  mouth was opened and his  

tongue loosed,  and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on al l  

thei r  neighbors.  And al l  these th ings were ta lked about  through 

al l the hi l l  country  of  Judea, 66 and al l  who heard them laid them up 

in  thei r  hearts ,  saying,  “What then wi l l  th is  chi ld be?” For the hand 

of  the Lord was wi th h im.



67 And his  father Zechar iah was f i l led wi th the Holy Spir i t  

and prophesied,  saying,

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of  Israel ,

for  he has vis i ted and redeemed his  people

69 and has ra ised up a horn of  salvat ion for  us

in the house of  h is  servant  David,

70 as he spoke by the mouth of  h is  holy  prophets f rom of  o ld,

71 that  we should be saved f rom our enemies

and f rom the hand of  a l l  who hate us;

72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember h is  holy covenant ,

73 the oath that  he swore to our  father  Abraham , to grant  us

74 that  we,  being del ivered f rom the hand of  our enemies,

might  serve him without  fear,

75 in hol iness and r ighteousness before h im al l  our  days.



“Authentic fai th is the confident assurance 

in events not yet seen

Faith is not a cal l  to bel ieve in things when 

common sense tel ls you not to

Faith is not a mindless stab in the dark

I t  is not a crossing of the f ingers and hoping for the best

I t  is not a leap into apparent nothingness

I t 's a word that speaks of reasoned, careful,  

del iberate, intent ional thought

Thought upon what? God and his promises.”

- Devotion by Beauti ful  Eulogy 



76 And you, chi ld,  wi l l  be cal led the prophet of the Most High;

for you wi l l  go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvat ion to his people

in the forgiveness of their  s ins,

78 because of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shal l v is i t  us from on high

79 to give l ight to those who si t  in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the chi ld grew and became strong in spir i t ,  and he 

was in the wi lderness unt i l  the day of his publ ic appearance to 

Israel.

- Luke 1:57-80 (ESV)



Who will you 

share the story with?


