


From Fear to Faith
Luke 8:22-56
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22 One day he got into a boat with his 
disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go 

across to the other side of the lake.” So they 
set out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. 

And a windstorm came down on the lake, and 
they were filling with water and were in 

danger.
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24 And they went and woke him, saying, 
“Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he 

awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging 
waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 

25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” 
And they were afraid, and they marveled, 

saying to one another, “Who then is this, that 
he commands even winds and water, and they 

obey him?”
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26 Then they sailed to the country of the 
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 When 
Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him 
a man from the city who had demons. For a 

long time he had worn no clothes, and he had 
not lived in a house but among the tombs. 28 
When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down 
before him and said with a loud voice, “What 

have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 
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29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit 
to come out of the man. (For many a time it 

had seized him. He was kept under guard and 
bound with chains and shackles, but he would 
break the bonds and be driven by the demon 

into the desert.) 30 Jesus then asked him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” 

for many demons had entered him.
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31 And they begged him not to command 
them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large 
herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 
and they begged him to let them enter these. 

So he gave them permission. 33 Then the 
demons came out of the man and entered the 

pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and drowned.
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34 When the herdsmen saw what had 
happened, they fled and told it in the city and 
in the country. 35 Then people went out to see 

what had happened, and they came to Jesus 
and found the man from whom the demons 
had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed 

and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 
And those who had seen it told them how the 

demon-possessed man had been healed. 
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37 Then all the people of the surrounding 
country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart 

from them, for they were seized with great 
fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 
The man from whom the demons had gone 
begged that he might be with him, but Jesus 

sent him away, saying, 
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39 “Return to your home, and declare how 
much God has done for you.” And he went 

away, proclaiming throughout the whole city 
how much Jesus had done for him.

40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd 
welcomed him, for they were all waiting for 

him. 
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41 And there came a man named Jairus, who 
was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at 
Jesus' feet, he implored him to come to his 

house, 42 for he had an only daughter, about 
twelve years of age, and she was dying.

As Jesus went, the people pressed around 
him. 



Wisdom for Tough 
Decisions

Various Proverbs

43 And there was a woman who had had a 
discharge of blood for twelve years, and 
though she had spent all her living on 

physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. 
44 She came up behind him and touched the 
fringe of his garment, and immediately her 

discharge of blood ceased. 
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45 And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched 
me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, 
the crowds surround you and are pressing in 
on you!” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched 

me, for I perceive that power has gone out 
from me.” 47 And when the woman saw that 

she was not hidden, she came trembling,
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and falling down before him declared in the 
presence of all the people why she had 

touched him, and how she had been 
immediately healed. 48 And he said to her, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in 
peace.”
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49 While he was still speaking, someone from 
the ruler's house came and said, “Your 

daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher 
any more.” 50 But Jesus on hearing this 

answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and 
she will be well.” 51 And when he came to the 
house, he allowed no one to enter with him, 
except Peter and John and James, and the 

father and mother of the child. 
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52 And all were weeping and mourning for 
her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not 
dead but sleeping.” 53 And they laughed at 

him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But taking 
her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, 

arise.” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got 
up at once. And he directed that something 

should be given her to eat.
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56 And her parents were amazed, but he 
charged them to tell no one what had 

happened.

Luke 8:22-56
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“Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall 
be unclean seven days. 12 He shall cleanse himself 
with the water on the third day and on the seventh 

day, and so be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself 
on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not 

become clean. 13 Whoever touches a dead person, the 
body of anyone who has died, and does not cleanse 
himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord, and that 

person shall be cut off from Israel.”

Numbers 19:11-13



Three themes in four stories

1) Jesus has authority over scary situations.

2) Jesus has authority over uncleanness.

3) We have a battle of faith against fear.
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31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his 

own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who 
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us.
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35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 

Romans 8:31-37




