


Jesus is for Losers
Luke 5:27-6:16



Wisdom for Tough 
Decisions

Various Proverbs

27 After this he went out and saw a tax 
collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. 

And he said to him, “Follow me.” 28 And 
leaving everything, he rose and followed him.

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his 
house, and there was a large company of tax 
collectors and others reclining at table with 

them. 
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30 And the Pharisees and their scribes 
grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 
31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who are 

well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the 

righteous but sinners to repentance.”
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33 And they said to him, “The disciples of 
John fast often and offer prayers, and so do 
the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat 
and drink.” 34 And Jesus said to them, “Can 

you make wedding guests fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will 
come when the bridegroom is taken away 

from them, and then they will fast in those 
days.”
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36 He also told them a parable: “No one tears 
a piece from a new garment and puts it on an 
old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, 

and the piece from the new will not match the 
old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old 

wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst 
the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins 

will be destroyed. 
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38 But new wine must be put into fresh 
wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old 

wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is 
good.’
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On a Sabbath, while he was going through the 
grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate some 
heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands. 2 
But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you 

doing what is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answered them, “Have 

you not read what David did when he was 
hungry, he and those who were with him:
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4 how he entered the house of God and took 
and ate the bread of the Presence, which is not 
lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also 
gave it to those with him?” 5 And he said to 

them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
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6 On another Sabbath, he entered the 
synagogue and was teaching, and a man was 
there whose right hand was withered. 7 And 

the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to 
see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so 
that they might find a reason to accuse him. 8 
But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the 
man with the withered hand, “Come and stand 

here.” And he rose and stood there. 
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9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it 
lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 
harm, to save life or to destroy it?” 10 And 
after looking around at them all he said to 

him, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, 
and his hand was restored. 11 But they were 

filled with fury and discussed with one 
another what they might do to Jesus.
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12 In these days he went out to the mountain 
to pray, and all night he continued in prayer 
to God. 13 And when day came, he called his 
disciples and chose from them twelve, whom 

he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he 
named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and 

James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 
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15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called 

the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
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Those who are well have no need for a physician, 
but those who are sick. I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Luke 5:31-32
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Two Truths about Jesus

2) Jesus is doing something new.
•He’s not fasting.

• Laundry example: New fabric on old cloth

•Wineskins: New wine bursts old wineskins

• Picking grain on the Sabbath

•Healing a man on the Sabbath
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Are there ways that you are caught up in Christian 
rule-following, but missing the heart?

Are you so caught up with trying to understand 
everything, that you’re missing the work of Jesus in 

your life?
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How do you view the losers in the 
world around you?




