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Wisdom for Tough 
Decisions

Various Proverbs

12 While he was in one of the cities, there 
came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw 

Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, 
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 13 
And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 

him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And 
immediately the leprosy left him. 
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14 And he charged him to tell no one, but “go 
and show yourself to the priest, and make an 

offering for your cleansing, as Moses 
commanded, for a proof to them.” 15 But now 
even more the report about him went abroad, 
and great crowds gathered to hear him and to 
be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would 

withdraw to desolate places and pray.
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17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, 
Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting 

there, who had come from every village of 
Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And 

the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 
And behold, some men were bringing on a bed 

a man who was paralyzed, and they were 
seeking to bring him in and lay him before 

Jesus,
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19 but finding no way to bring him in, 
because of the crowd, they went up on the 

roof and let him down with his bed through 
the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And 
when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your 

sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and 
the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who 

is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?”
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22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he 
answered them, “Why do you question in your 
hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 

24 But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he 

said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to 
you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.”
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25 And immediately he rose up before them 
and picked up what he had been lying on and 

went home, glorifying God. 26 And 
amazement seized them all, and they glorified 

God and were filled with awe, saying, “We 
have seen extraordinary things today.”
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But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 

man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up 
your bed and go home.”

Luke 5:24
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I, I am he who blots out transgressions for my own 
sake, and I will not remember your sins.

Isaiah 43:25



One Truth about Jesus

Jesus is the uniquely authoritative Son of Man.

•He defies the Law and touches the leper.

•He heals the leper with one word.

•He claims authority to forgive sins.

•He takes the title, “Son of Man.”
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I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the 
clouds of heaven, there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him. And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 

peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 

shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall 
never be destroyed.

Daniel 7:13-14
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“The vitality of our prayer lies largely in the vision 
of God that prompts it. Drab thoughts of God make 

prayer dull.”

JI Packer
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The Truth about Us

We are desperately dependent.

•We are the lepers.

•We are the paralytics.

•We are the sinners.

Sin and uncleanness are bigger problems than 
leprosy and paralysis.



Do you see that you are 
desperately dependent?




